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cartes and Cavalier! simultaneously, and considered especially curves whose equations were of the form y=g*^ w Integral or fractional, positive or negative. His chief service consists In this, that In his brilliant work he put a proper estimate upon Descartes's discovery and rendered It more accessible. In this work Wallis also defines the conies as curves of the second degree, a thing never before done In this definite manner.
Pascal proved to be a talented disciple of Cavalierl and Desargues. In his work on conies, composed about 1639 but now lost (save for a fragment),* we find Pascal's theorem of the Inscribed hexagon or Hexagramma mysticum as he termed It, which Bessel rediscovered In 1820 without being aware of Pascal's earlier work,f also the theorem due to Desargues that If a straight line cuts a conic In P and Q, and the sides of an inscribed quadrilateral In A, JB, C, D, we have the following equation:
PA-PC _QA*QC PB-PD ~ QC-QD'
Pascal's last work deals with a curve called by him the roulette, by Roberval the trochold, and generally known later as the cycloid. Bouvelles (1503) already knew the construction of this curve, as did Cardinal von Cusa in the preceding century. J Galileo, as Is shown by a letter to Torricelli In 1639, had made (be
* Cantor, II., p. 622.              t Bianco in Torin* At*., XXL
% Gimtfaer has shown the last statement to be incorrect.